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“THERE IS NO LIGHT IN THEM”
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INTRODUCTION1

“O house of Jacob, come ye, and let us walk in the light of the
Lord” (Isa. 2:5). To no avail the prophet Isaiah uttered those divine
oracles of God. Isaiah’s labor in the vineyard of the Lord was crushed
at the outset and given little hope for immediate improvement (Isa. 5:1-
7; 6:9-12). Yet, to the testimony he was faithful, and to the law he was
true! Upon his lips was placed an ember of light to impart understand-
ing and perception (Isa. 6:5-7, 9-10). By the commandment of the Lord,
both Judah and Israel were given the ability to “walk in the light,” but
instead they chose to trust in the darkness of their ignorance and
stumble upon the “rock of offence” (Isa. 8:13-15; cf. Job 12:25). “O
that they were wise, that they understood this, that they would consider
their latter end!” (Deut. 32:29). “Now all these things happened unto
them for ensamples: and they are written for our admonition, upon
whom the ends of the world are come” (1 Cor. 10:11). In like manner,
our generation has heard the Word of the Lord taught and preached by
faithful men of God. However, the Scriptures testify:

[T]he time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine;
but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers,
having itching ears; And they shall turn away their ears from the
truth, and shall be turned unto fables. But watch thou in all
things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, make full
proof of thy ministry (2 Tim. 4:3-5).
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With profound sorrow, it is reported that the Lord’s church is abandon-
ing the faith and being swayed through philosophy, vain deceit, the
traditions of men, and the elements of the world (cf. Col. 2:8).

Did the peculiar people of God forget the words spoken by Joshua?
After the great Canaanite conquest, it was said:

[T]he Lord your God is he that hath fought for you ... For the
Lord hath driven out from before you great nations and strong ...
no man hath been able to stand before you ... One man of you
shall chase a thousand: for the Lord your God, he it is that
fighteth for you, as he hath promised you (Josh. 23:3-10).

In the context of Isaiah’s time (ca. 730-720 B.C.), the Northern and
Southern kingdoms of Israel were confronted by the Assyrian foe (Isa.
7:17-20). Rather than seeking the guidance of Jehovah, they were
emboldened in their alliances with pagan nations, deities, and customs
(Isa. 8). Because of their insecurities and lack of confidence in God, the
Israelites trusted in their own military counsel and replaced the law of
testimony for wizardry and witchcraft. Then, the Lord stood to judge
His people (cf. Isa. 3:13)—

O Assyrian, the rod of mine anger, and the staff in their hand is
mine indignation. I will send him against an hypocritical nation,
and against the people of my wrath will I give him a charge, to
take the spoil, and to take the prey, and to tread them down like
the mire of the streets (Isa. 10:5-6).

To them who loved darkness, darkness was given (cf. Isa. 8:22).
Wisdom shouted forth, but none heard her voice. She said: “Hear
instruction, and be wise, and refuse it not ... For whoso findeth me
findeth life ... all they that hate me love death” (Pro. 8:33-36). As a
light that shines in a dark place, so was the prophecy of Isaiah; but,
“men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil”
(Jn. 3:19).

ISAIAH CHAPTER EIGHT
AND THE NEGLECT OF TRUTH

The disposition of Israel and Judah are accurately portrayed in the
pronouncing of curses found in Isaiah 5:20—“Woe unto them that call
evil good, and good evil; that put darkness for light, and light for
darkness.” Israel was blessed above all people. To them were entrusted
the divine statements of God (cf. Rom. 3:1-2). Corruption should not
have been found in their hearts. The Psalmist declared: “The entrance
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of thy words giveth light; it giveth understanding unto the simple” (Ps.
119:130). Israel was well advanced in years as a nation and should have
understood the Lord’s expectation of holiness (cf. Lev. 19:2). They did
not guard their hearts with all diligence and were unjust, unholy, and
unmerciful (cf. Isa. 59:3-15). For the reasons previously stated, Jehovah
God sent Isaiah to testify of the impending judgment, and to enforce the
Mosaic Law. Israel’s sin was full and the wrath of God was coming as
a mighty wave to sweep away the ungodly.

The Significance Of Isaiah’s Son Mahershalalhashbaz (Isa. 8:1-4)

Before the birth of his second son, Isaiah was commissioned to
write upon a great scroll concerning the meaning of his son’s name,
Mahershalalhashbaz (v. 1).

In this chapter Isaiah’s own name and the names of his two sons
are given prophetic significance by God himself (see 8:18).
Isaiah, meaning “The Lord will save,” refers to Israel’s eventual
restoration. Shear-jashub, meaning “A remnant will return,”
refers to Israel’s return to the land after various deportations.
Maher-shalal-hash-baz, meaning “Swift to the plunder,” refers
to the destruction of Judah’s enemies.2

Isaiah recorded his prophecy at the mouth of two witnesses, Uriah
and Zechariah, in an effort to substantiate its validity (v. 2). His wife
conceived and bare a son to whom was given the name
Mahershalalhashbaz, which means “in making speed to the spoil he
hasteneth the prey” (v. 3). According to the significance of Isaiah’s
son’s name, the prophecy revealed the speedy overthrow of Israel’s
allies and Judah’s enemy (v. 4; cf. Isa. 7:1-9). In the space of one to two
years, the Lord would summon the fearsome Assyrians to break the
strength of Syria and Ephraim, punishing Judah (cf. Isa. 7:17-25).

The Significance Of Isaiah’s Prophecy And Warning (Isa. 8:5-16)

From Isaiah’s declaration of judgment against Syria and Israel, all
those who secretly supported the efforts of Judah’s enemies should
have understood the futility of their backbiting against the house of
David. In Jerusalem, on the east side, the Gihon Spring in the Kidron
Valley was directed toward the south western tip of the city forming a
reservoir known in Biblical times as Shiloah. The flow of the aqueduct
was peaceful, compared to the Euphrates River, which was violent and
frequently flooded causing great damage (vv. 5-8). The comparison of
these two was symbolic of Judah in Jerusalem and Assyria in the
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Mesopotamian Valley. The prophecy makes use of the infamous flash
floods of the Euphrates River and likens that to the Assyrians who
would forcefully overflow the territory of Judah. Although the Assyrian
foe would fill the land, God promised they would not entirely over-
throw it (v. 8). They would reach the “neck,” which is to suggest an
incomplete destruction of Jerusalem. God still had Babylon in mind for
future punishment over the entire land (cf. Isa. 13:1-5ff).

The alliance of Syria and the Northern tribes of Israel anticipated
the Assyrian invasion and deliberated concerning the best strategy of
war. Yet, no wisdom or military genius was able to withstand the
judgment of God. All associations or affiliations could not undo what
Jehovah allowed in the campaigns of Assyria (Isa. 8:9-10). Even the
best of Syria’s counsels could not stand against the God of Judah. The
Lord directed Isaiah to boldly command no “confederacy,” and not to
fear the terror of their enemies (Isa. 8:11-13). Certainly, this was a
daunting task. The people’s imagination would have molested them and
cowardice would have spread like wildfire. Lest they despaired, Judah
was commanded to “sanctify the Lord of hosts.” That is, distinguish
Him from all other deities and worship Him only. He would be a
sanctuary for the righteous, but a stone of stumbling to the unbelieving
Jews. Isaiah’s prophecy concluded by being bound and sealed while the
prophet waited for the coming of the Lord (Isa. 8:16).

The Significance Of Isaiah’s Prophetic Conclusion (Isa. 8:17-18)

Although the prophecy signified an immediate punishment upon
the people of Israel and Judah, Isaiah did not depart in fear. He
embraced the coming of the Lord. He knew of God’s justice and mercy.
Hence, he said: “I will wait upon the Lord” (v. 17). In the prophetic
utterance of Habakkuk, God knew His message would chase away
those who read it (Hab. 2:2). But still, the Lord said: “[T]hough it tarry,
wait for it; because it will surely come” (Hab. 2:3). Still further, Isaiah
was certain that Jehovah would restore peace regardless of His face
being turned against them (cf. Isa. 54:7-8). Instead of giving up and
feeling hopeless regarding the people of Israel, the prophet said: “I will
look for him” (Isa. 8:17). Sin and guilt may cause discouragement, but
if we desire to be with our God, we will rise up as often as we fall (cf.
Pro. 24:16). As an even greater emphasis, Isaiah reiterates that the Lord
blessed him with two sons whose names are the sum of the current
prophecy.
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The Significance Of Isaiah’s Rebuke And Condemnation (Isa. 8:19-22)

In making a league with pagan nations, the Israelites also absorbed
their religious practices. It was customary for the heathen to seek
consultation from their gods in agriculture, seasonal changes, and
especially in war. These practices characterized the Canaanites at the
time of their destruction. Thus, the law was given: “Regard not them
that have familiar spirits, neither seek after wizards, to be defiled by
them: I am the Lord your God” (Lev. 19:31; 20:6, 27). In times of great
anxiety even king Saul succumbed to the sin of witchcraft (cf. 1 Sam.
28:3-20). Upon hearing that the Assyrians would come, so did the
Syrians, Israel, and Judah fret like Saul! Instead of going to Jehovah
God, Who delivered them in the past and blessed them with their land,
the people of God straightway listened for the twitching and mumbling
of demons. They sought the dead of which the Scriptures declare:
“[T]here is no work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom, in the
grave” (Ecc. 9:10). The foolish instruction obtained by Israel and Judah
would later cause them to curse their king and blame God because it
was powerless. The Lord was not to blame, but their rebellion and
rejection of the Mosaic Law was. Lifting up their eyes to a land once
filled with fatness, they were promised, “trouble and darkness, dimness
of anguish” (Isa. 8.22). Later, God declared: “[T]here is none that can
deliver out of my hand: I will work, and who shall let it?” (Isa. 43:13).

“To the law and to the testimony: if they speak not according to this
word, it is because there is no light in them” (Isa. 8:20). The law of God
is perfect and His testimony is sure (Ps. 19:7). Yet, the people did not
consent to it, they were determined to neither believe it, nor to pattern
their lives after it. The Israelites had the Law of Moses and the prophets
to hear if they wanted to know the right course of action, but they
consulted the dead (cf. Lk. 16:29-31). The Word of God was the
standard for them—as it is for us, today. Death would be the conse-
quence of their sins. Yet, the people did not put away the evil from
among them. Hence, God was bringing the Assyrians to show His
indignation! The people of Israel did not speak according to God’s law
because their hearts were darkened with corruption; their minds were
filled with mischief, their eyes with lust, their mouths with cursing,
their stomachs with gluttony, and their bodies with immorality. Their
logic had become illogical, their doubts utter confusion, and their
reasoning as bulwarks against the truthfulness of God’s testimony. If
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they had any ray of light in the past, it was dimmed and put out by their
wickedness. Never again would Israel’s light shine in its full glory—
that is, until the revelation of Jesus Christ the Son of God. Although the
Assyrian invasion was devastating to the nation of Israel, the Lord’s
church must learn several lessons from their mistakes, if we are to walk
in the light of the Lord.

THE SOURCE OF SPIRITUAL ILLUMINATION

All the descriptions of God are associated with light. Even though
no man has seen God, the Scriptures share glimpses of His glory and
majesty. In one passage the Lord’s expressions or countenance is light
(Ps. 4:6; cf. Num. 6:24-26). In another, He covers Himself with light as
if it is a garment (Ps. 104:1-2). In 1 John 1:5, “God is light, and in him
is no darkness at all.” He is, “the Father of lights, with whom is no
variableness, neither shadow of turning” (Jas. 1:17). God, the Father
and the Son, dwell in light unapproachable (1 Tim. 6:16). In the eternal
home of the saints, Jehovah will be an everlasting light (Rev. 21:23;
22:5; cf. Isa. 60:19-20). He is the Light of lights and to Him all other
sovereign lights bow in reverence (Ps. 148:3; cf. Gen. 1:16).

Not only are these descriptions of God’s person, but also of His
moral character. Light is an attribute of holiness and thus a personal
quality maintained by the Godhead. A characteristic of light is that it
reveals truth, which is a quality of the Godhead (Jn. 14:6; Heb. 6:18;
Tit. 1:2). To walk in the light, according to the apostle John, it was
necessary for the truth to be practiced (cf. 1 Jn. 1:6, 8). The devil does
not abide in the truth and neither do his children (Jn. 8:44). In contrast,
Jehovah is the “God of truth and without iniquity” (Deut. 32:4; cf. Ps.
31:5; Isa. 65:16). Hence, the Bible reveals the twin characteristic of the
Lord; “God is true,” and “God is light” (Jn. 3:33; 1 Jn. 1:5). To this we
must also add a third equivalent trait, “God is love” (1 Jn. 4:8). The
divine attribute of love is a manifestation of light, and light is the
product of performing truth. “He that loveth his brother abideth in the
light, and there is none occasion of stumbling in him” (1 Jn. 2:8-11; cf.
1 Jn. 3:18-19). Thus, these three qualities—love, truth, and light—are
interdependent and make up the moral nature of God.

The Lord desires for His light to become our light, and His
righteousness to become our righteousness. He is the source of all
spiritual illumination; thus, it is written: “[I]n thy light shall we see
light” (Ps. 36:9). David declared: “The Lord is my light and my
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salvation” (Ps. 27:1). This was true for the entire nation of Israel. Yet,
in Isaiah’s day, the people had become so devoid of truth that they
groped in darkness (cf. Isa. 59:4, 14-15; Jer. 5:1-5; 7:28). No longer did
they speak according to the law and testimony, truth was cast off and
falsehood embraced. This continued until the time of Christ and, at His
coming, truth was restored. “For God, who commanded the light to
shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of the
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ” (2 Cor. 4:6).
The Gospel Jesus delivered brought life and immortality to light
(2 Tim. 1:10). Thus, He declared to the world: “I am the light” (Jn.
8:12). He is the brightness of His Father’s glory (Heb. 1:3). He is “the
true Light, which lighteth every man that cometh into the world” (Jn.
1:9). Upon the “Mount of Transfiguration,” the essence of His deity
shined as the sun and He revealed, for a brief moment, the light in
which He dwells (cf. Mt. 17:1-5). Every faithful disciple of Christ is
now a reflection of Him. “For ye were sometimes darkness, but now are
ye light in the Lord: walk as children of light” (Eph. 5:8). If there is no
light in us it is because we are not mirroring the image of Christ, nor
are we imitating the fullness of His qualities. Therefore, the church is
exhorted to be “blameless and harmless, the sons of God, without
rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and perverse nation, among whom ye
shine as lights in the world; Holding forth the word of life” (Phil. 2:15-
16). God is the source of illumination. His Son shines through us and,
by the truth of His Word, we are sanctified and walk in the light!

THE ILLUMINATION OF DIVINE INSTRUCTION

The Word of Truth is a system of light that comes to the intellect
(or mind) through divine instruction. Light and truth are synonymous
and only they can guide our way in life. Like the Psalmist pleading to
God, the Christian should say:  “O send out thy light and thy truth: let
them lead me” (Ps. 43:3). There was no light in Israel because there
was no truth. When Isaiah warned the Israelites of the Assyrian
invasion they did not speak according to truth because they knew it not.
Their minds were not developed in the divine system of morality. As
in the time of Job: “They are of those that rebel against the light; they
know not the ways thereof, nor abide in the paths thereof” (Job 24:13).
Israel was in moral confusion. They knew not the difference between
good and evil, light and darkness, sweetness and bitterness (Isa. 5:20).
Through Isaiah, the Lord was giving them an opportunity to know the
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way in which they should walk, but they refused (cf. Jer. 6:16). Instead
of refusing, they should have petitioned the Lord saying: “Shew me thy
ways, O Lord; teach me thy paths. Lead me in thy truth, and teach me:
for thou art the God of my salvation; on thee do I wait all the day” (Ps.
25:4-5). To the law and to the testimony all men should go, in times of
sorrow and in times of comfort. By His Word, God was granting Israel
sanctuary, and He does so for us today. The Law of the Spirit of life
makes us free from the law of sin and death (Rom. 8:2). God grants His
church sanctuary from the wrath to come. Yet, does the Law of the
Spirit govern our minds? Or, are we just as ignorant as Israel when they
began to fret? Even more, are we able to rightly divide the Word of
Truth (cf. 2 Tim. 2:15)? Or, do we twist the Scriptures unto our own
destruction (cf. 2 Pet. 3:16)? Are we guilty of consulting seducing
spirits and doctrines of devils, like Israel consulted the dead (cf. 1 Tim.
4:1)? Or, do we appeal to the Spirit of Truth (cf. 1 Pet. 1:22)?

The process by which we receive spiritual illumination is not
through a providential guiding of the Holy Spirit, nor is it separate and
apart from the Word. To claim that a Christian cannot understand the
Word, except he has the leading of the Holy Spirit “in conjunction”
with the Word, is like Israel seeking truth from demons! Let us piece
together the system of light that comes from the Bible’s instruction.
God created man with several capacities for education. Man is able to
read (cf. Eph. 3:3-4), he is able to reason (cf. Isa. 1:18), he is able to
understand (cf. Eph. 3:3-4), and he is able to obey (cf. Ecc. 12:13). The
Lord complements these mental faculties by supplying His Word. His
Word must be read (cf. Isa. 34:16; 1 Thess. 5:27), it must be reasoned
with (cf. 2 Cor. 10:3-5), it must be understood (cf. Eph. 5:17), and it
must be obeyed (cf. 2 Thess. 3:14). When man pursues the knowledge
of God by utilizing these faculties the natural result will be light and
understanding. Psalm 119:130 declares: “The entrance of thy words
giveth light; it giveth understanding unto the simple.” When we were
born we did not possess the knowledge of good and evil (cf. Deut.
1:39). Hence, we were simple-minded. God’s Word is designed to teach
man the ability to make proper judgments thereby releasing him from
simplicity. In the book of Hebrews, this was a topic of great concern.
Through a habitual application of God’s Word, man would strengthen
his ability to distinguish right from wrong (Heb. 5:11-14). This power
would not come instantaneously, or as help “supra-literarily,” but over
time in the natural process of spiritual education. Just before the
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conclusion of his second epistle, Peter explains how members of the
church can keep themselves from being led away with the error of the
wicked (2 Pet. 3:17). He writes: “But grow in grace, and in the
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ” (2 Pet. 3:18). Divine
instruction is a process that only continues if we diligently pursue the
study and proper interpretation of the truth (cf. 2 Tim. 2:15). Still
further, Jesus explained that knowing truth is contingent upon whether
or not we continue in His Word (cf. Jn. 8:31-32). For this reason, “the
commandment of the Lord is pure, enlightening the eyes” (Ps. 19:8).
Figuratively speaking, the truth of God’s Word acts like a lamp that
gives clarity to every situation in life (Ps. 119:105; Pro. 6:23). The
instruction of God teaches us “righteousness, and judgment, and equity;
yea, every good path” (Pro. 2:1-9). The spiritual illumination obtained
by a study of God’s Word is a mental and moral enlightenment.
“Wherefore he saith, Awake thou that sleepest, and arise from the dead,
and Christ shall give thee light” (Eph. 5:14). This is what Israel lacked
in Isaiah 8:20. They rejected knowledge, truth was fallen in the streets,
and they were corrupt. Our generation is demonstrating the same
attitude toward God today.

The chain of authority begins with God, the Father. He is the head
of Christ (1 Cor. 11:3). He gave His Word for Christ to speak (cf. Jn.
12:49-50). In the past, the Lord spoke though prophets, but now in
these last days He has spoken to us by His Son (Heb. 1:1-3). Jesus
promised His apostles that they would have special help from the Holy
Spirit, and that the Spirit would speak only what He heard from the
Father (cf. Jn. 16:13). Throughout the entire mission of the Holy Spirit,
the Word always emphasized salvation. The apostles were then given
the charge to take the law and the testimony to the world. For by the
Word, men would be sanctified and saved (cf. Jn. 17:8, 14, 17, 20). By
the Word that came from God, man has the doctrine, reproof, correc-
tion, and instruction that he needs in every aspect of life and righteous-
ness. (cf. 2 Tim. 3:16-17). The Word is now given to us. Will we
strengthen the light within us, or will we cause it to grow dim by
neglecting God’s Word? If we accept His truth, then the end result will
be spiritual illumination. If we reject His Word, there is no light in us!

CONCLUSION

The people of God must maintain their light. The Bible says: “Let
your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and
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glorify your Father which is in heaven” (Mt. 5:16). Light is the source
of all joy, life, and blessings in one’s physical, as well as his spiritual,
being. Hence, we would do well to remember daily that God is our
light. We must reflect His Son. Our nature must put on true righteous-
ness as we learn the truth, obey the truth, and walk in truth. It is
possible for the people of God to once again be found without light
dwelling in them. Thus, let us read, let us reason, let us understand and
obey the Word of Truth. May we allow the light to shine in our hearts
and never doubt the counsel of God.

ENDNOTES
1 All Scripture references are taken from the King James Version unless
otherwise noted.
2 H.L. Willmington, The Outline Bible (Wheaton, IL: Tyndale House
Publishers, 1999), Isa. 8:1-22.
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